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You should have already received 

your childôs report card for first 

marking period.  You will receive 

another copy when you come in 

for their conferences. 
 

Some teams are opting to meet in 

the commons, class rooms or 

library.  Please pick up an agenda 

when you arrive to WMS, and 

your childôs information will be 

spelled out for you. 
 

If your child is part of a team that 

is conducting Student Led 

Conferences you will receive 

EDLINEé We are currently in the process of moving our Edline link to the front of our web page.  It is 

currently listed on our Parent page.   This web link is a direct line to your studentôs grades and 

assignments in order to help them be successful in the education process. A few of our teachers piloted 

this program last year with everyone coming on board this year.  Your user I.D.ôs are available from 

Chaunta Ford, WMS Educational Assistant at 662-0418.  Ms. Ford will send your User I. D. and the step 

by step process to register for this program. 
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PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES 

Thursday, October 29th is our Halloween Dance, prizes will be given out for best costumes, remember 

appropriate costumes may only be worn at the Halloween Dance, not during the school day.  6th grade 

dance starts at 5:15 pm and ends at 6:30 pm, 7th/8th grade dance starts at 7:00 and ends at 8:30 pm.  Our 

dances are for Western Middle School students only, the cost is $3.00 pre-sale and $4.00 at the door.  

Pizza and pop will be served at the dance $1.00 for pizza and $.50 for pop.  May the Best Costume Win! 

HALLOWEEN DANCE  

CAN FOOD DRIVE  

Our annual can food drive will be held November 9ð13.  All non-perishable items will be 

accepted.   

Competition will take place between the three grades with a ñgrowth thermometerò measuring 

which grade leads in the number of items brought in.   

Food will be given to the Auburn Food Pantry this year and distributed to the needy in our 

community to help make their holidays happier.  

                            Our fall parent 

                            -teacher  

                             Conferences 

                              will be held on 

November 5, 2009  from  

4:00-7:00 p.m. and again on 

November 11, 2009 from  

3:00-6:00 p.m.  
 

For those of you who are new to 

Western Middle School, we do 

not set a time for individual 

conferences unless you do so 

with your childôs team for 

Student Led Conference 
 

information from the teacher 

about your expectations. 
 

The following teachers will be 

available for conferences on  

November 5, only:   

Ms. Chang, Ms. Fritzler.  
  

The following teachers will be 

available for Conferences on 

November 11,only:   

Mr. Heydenburg and  

Mrs. Keenan. 
 

Ms. Schlosser will be available 

for both conferences until 6pm. 



Attention Parents & Students ï Grades 8 to 12! Mark your calendars and plan to attend ñCollege Bound: Itôs Not All About the 

Money!ò hosted by BCPS College Preparation Services. Here are the details: 
 

Tuesday, January 12, 2010, 6:30 ï 9:00 p.m., Western High School 
-or- 

Tuesday, January 19, 2010, 6:30 ï 9:00 p.m., Central High School 
 

This event focuses on college and career preparation and planning ï the earlier you plan, the better! Informational sessions for grades 

8  ï 12 will be offered, so whether you want help completing your FAFSA, or youôre worried about how youôll pay for college, or 

you want to talk to recent H.S. graduates about their college experience, plan to attend either one of these events. Here is a sampling 

of the sessions being offered: 
 

ñFAFSAò  (Bring your W-2ôs and let experts help you complete it!ò) 

ñPaying for College - Learn About Tax Strategies That Might Save You Money!ò 

ñBay Commitment Scholarship/Bay Area Foundation Scholarshipsò 

 ñPreparing for College Sports ï NCAA Clearinghouse, Get Registered!ò 

ñThe Value of AP Courses, ACT Scores, and Extracurriculars in the College Admissions Processò 

ñOrganizing a Career Development Notebookò 

ñFinancial Planning ï An Overview for Todayôs Familyò 

ñU.S. Armed Forces ï Could This Be Your Ticket to a College Degree?ò 

ñStudent Chats: What I Wish I Would Have Known Before I Went to Collegeò 
 

More sessions are being planned! For more information: 989.671.8180 ï or ï murphys@bcschools.net ï or ï 

www.bcpscollegeprep.com. We hope to see you there! 

NOTE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT:  Mr. Douglas Newcombe 
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COLLEGE BOUND:  Itôs not all about the Money! 

November 2009 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, Students and Friends of Bay City Public Schools, 
 

Thanks to all of you who are actively involved in your childôs education as we all know how important this is to their success in 

school and in life.  Generally this is the time of year that you have an opportunity to participate in parent-teacher conferences and I 

encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity to see and hear how your child is doing at school. 
 

In last monthôs newsletter, I highlighted Ms. Colleen DeSanto who was named the Michigan Art Education Associationôs 

elementary ñArt Educator of the Year.ò 
 

This month, another of our dedicated teachers, Matt Reid, who teaches at Wenona, received the Milken National Educator Award 

along with a $25,000 cash award.  Dubbed the ñOscars of Teachingò by Teacher Magazine, Matt is one of more than 50 teachers 

nationwide this year to receive this very prestigious award.  If you would like to view more information related to Mattôs award, 

visit the Milken Family Foundation at www.mff.org  and link to ñRecipients.ò The district congratulates Matt for his 

accomplishments and dedication to the students of the Bay City Public Schools. 
       

Trimesters are underway at our high schools.  This is the first year we have used trimesters and with any change of this size, there 

are adjustments that have to be made.  The main concern we have at this time is the coordination of starting and ending class times 

between our high schools and the skill center.  This has impacted time students have to eat lunch and drive between their school 

and the skill center. Weôre working toward a viable solution for the second trimester which begins at the end of November. 
 

Many of the curriculum changes that are being directed from the State have to do with high school.  A new change at high school 

will pertain to students in the class of 2012.  This change will not permit students to opt out of physical education if they are 

involved in certain alternative class selections such as marching band.  The main reason for this change is the national and state 

concern regarding childrenôs obesity and physical health.  
 

At our October board meeting, our auditors presented the 2008-09 audit report.  The good news is that the audit report was clean 

and without any findings or issues.  The bad news is that our financial picture, like most other school districts, is getting worse and 

we will be discussing this year how to stabilize our finances in the face of funding cuts this year and even larger cuts next year. 
 

I hope that you and your loved ones have a safe and happy Thanksgiving.   
  

If you have comments or questions, I can be reached at newcombed@bcschools.net or 671-8165. As always, thank you for your 

interest and support of the Bay City Public Schools. 
 

Sincerely,  

Douglas L. Newcombe 

Interim Superintendent 

http://www.mff.org
mailto:newcombed@bcschools.net
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ATHLETICS  

As the weather continues to change, please keep the 

following in mind:  In a school delay, it is just that.  

School starts exactly 2 hours later than our regular 

starting time of 7:30 AM.  That means all bus pick-up 

times are 2 hours later than normal, too.  On days 

when it appears school may be delayed or closed, 

please listen to or watch your local TV and/or radio 

stations for announcements, or check our webpage at 

www.bcschools.net.  The safety of our students is our 

major concern. 

Plan Ahead 

Mrs. Seitz is available for tutoring 8th grade Spanish I on 

Mondayôs and Wednesdays right after school, this is not a 

club, just a tutoring session.  No sign-up need. Just Come. 

Tutoring  

 

BOYSô BASKETBALL TRYOUTS 

7TH GRADE   November 3, 4, & 5 Handy Middle School  Big Gym 6:30 PMð8:00 PM 

8TH GRADE   November 3, 4, & 5 Handy Middle School  Big Gym 5:00 PM ð6:30 PM 

First Game is November 23rd  

 

 

 

 

7th & 8th GRADE GIRLSô SWIMMING 

PRACTICE STARTS November 3 Western Middle School Pool  2:30 PMð3:30 PM 

First Meet is November 18  *if you are planning on trying out for cheerleading or poms you may attend swim practice the following week. 

 

 

 

 

CHEERLEADING AND POM PONS TRY -OUTS 

7TH & 8TH GRADE November 3, 4, & 5 Western Middle School Commons To Be Announced 

First Game is November 23rd 

 

Picture retakes are on Friday, November 6, 2009.  Students 

that would like to retake their pictures, or did not get a 

picture ID or was absent on that day  will go down to the 

Media Center for picture retakes. 

Picture Retakes 

December 4    

End of 2nd Marking Period 

December 8  

Toys for Tots 

December 17  

Holiday Dance (Dress up) 

December 18 

Awards Assemblies  

7th Grade ï 11:30 ï 12:45 

8th Grade ï 9:20 ï 10:40 

6th Grade ï 7:40 ï 9:00 

December 19-January 3  Holiday Break 

January 4 -  Classes Begin 

School Closings and Delays 
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               Lunch Prices 

Lunch and breakfast prices have gone up a little.  A note from the Food Service will be coming home the first week of school.  This 

yearôs lunch prices are now:  $2.40 for MS; students qualifying for reduced price, the price is $ .40. 

Textbooks 

Your child is expected to take care of his/her assigned textbooks.  Teachers and students 

have agreed on the condition of books when assigned.  If a book is lost or damaged, your 

child will be assessed a fine.   

Please have your child cover his/her book to help protect the textbook from damage. 

One planner is a gift to all students, thanks to our fundraisers.  This is a great 

communication tool for parents, teachers and students.  Please check the planners daily.  If 

your child loses it, it can be replaced in the counseling office for $5.00.  See Mrs. Sweebe. 

We will have late buses this year.  The buses will connect with our 

feeder elementary buses and deliver students from the elementary 

runs.  Students are not allowed to stay after unless they have a specific 

reason for doing so ð meeting with a teacher, detention, Academic 

Track practice, etc. 

Late buses leave at 3:00 p.m. 

Remember to excuse your childôs absence by calling 662-0184. 

Western Middle School is a closed campus.  Students are not to leave 

the school grounds once they have arrived at school. 

Students going home with another student must have a written note 

from a parent and have it signed by an administrator. 

We are in the process of creating activities/intramural sports for 

students.  Your child will be able to ride the late bus home if they elect 

to participate in any activities. 

To keep all students safe, all visitors must check in at the main 

office.  

Thanks! 

Late Buses & Other News 

Parents: 

 

We are in need of (2) Volunteer Coordinators.  As a Coordinator you 

must be able to organize and attend all Parent Teacher Conferences, 

Dances, Kids Night Out, Orientation, and other after school activities 

along with periodic daytime activities.  Anyone interested and available 

please contact Dawn at 662-3324 or Suzanne at 662-7351 as soon as 

possible.  We need your help. 

Thank you, 

Volunteer Opportunities  
Western Middle School 

As a reminder, use of any electronic device during the 

school day is against WMS rules.  This includes cell 

phones, I-pods, MP3 players, video games, etc.  This 

has become an extremely disruptive problem during the 

school day.  Students are discouraged from bringing 

these items to school.   If they are in use during the day, 

they will be taken.  Thank you for your understanding. 

Electronic Devices 

 

\We have after-school activities from 

approximately 2:20ð3:00 p.m.  Late 

buses are available for participants.  

These activities are announced during 

daily announcements. The Art Club, 

Walking and Talking Club and the 

Technology Club are currently under 

way.   These activity are supervised by 

WMS teachers.  These will run 

throughout most of the school year on 

Mondays, Tuesday, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays.  We will have many other 

activities as the year progresses! 

After School Activities 

Schwann Orders 

Auburn PTO is conducting a mini-

fundraiser and that we are taking Schwann 

orders from November 4th through 12th.  

The pickup will be in the Auburn Parking 

Lot from 2-6 on Friday, November 20th. 
 

Orders are paid upon pickup.   Last minute 

shoppers can also park and shop without 

pre-ordering. 



FUNDRAISER  

Mon.    Nov. 2  No School ï Pd Day 

Tues.   Nov. 3  Fundraiser Clothing Sale Begins 

   Bandorama (All 6th ï 12th Bands) 

   Girls Swimming Starts 

   Boys Basketball (Try-Outs) Begin 

   Girls Cheerleader 7th/8th Grade (Try-Outs) Begin 

   Girls Pom-Pon 7th/8th Grade (Try-Outs) Begin 

Thurs.  Nov. 5  Parent Teacher Conferences 4-7 Pm 

   Boys Basketball (Try-Outs) End 

   Girls Cheerleader (Try-Outs) End 

   Girls Pom-Pon (Try-Outs) End 

Fri.   Nov. 6  Picture Retake & Groups  7:30 ï Media Center 

Mon.   Nov. 9  Can Good Drive Begins 

   7:00 Pm Board Meeting 

Weds.  Nov. 11 Team 7s Field Trip To The State Theater 8:45-1:30 Pm 

   Parent Teacher Conferences 3-6 Pm 

Fri.  Nov. 13 Can Good Drive Ends 

Weds.  Nov. 18 Clothing Sale Ends 

   7/8th Grade Girls Swimming 4:00 PM @ Handy 

Mon. Nov. 23 Girls Swim 5:00 Pm Vs. CMMS @ Western  

   Boys Basketball 4:15 

Weds.  Nov. 25 No School 

Thurs.  Nov. 26-29 Thanksgiving Recess 

Mon.  Nov. 30 Return To School  

   7/8th Grade Boys Basketball 4:15 

Fri.  Dec. 4  End of Marking Period 

COMING EVENTS NOVEMBER 2009 

Kids love field trips.  Kids love dances and after school activities.  All these òextrasó are 

paid by our fund raiser.  The money earned from the fund raiser helps with field trips, 

calculators, and helps support our many activities that are offered.  Free booklets for 

students who sold seven books or more will be given to students on Friday, October 23, 

2009.  

Thank you for Participating in our School  

2009-2010 Fundraiser   

We Appreciate you!!! 
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