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 NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPALðMr. Dale Dunham 

 
As winter gets into full swing, many events continue to keep students 

and staff busy.  The second semester has just begun.  For parents who 

could not make it to Parent Conferences, report cards will be send home 

on February 10, 2010 with students.  Our last Parent Conferences are on 

February 4 from 4-7 PM and February 9 from 3-6 PM.  Please check 

out the various student activities available for students.  These activities 

are designed to give you and your student a connection to Western 

Middle School. At Western Middle School, we believe it is important 

that all students grow, not only in academic achievement, but also 

socially and emotionally.  Please continue to be supportive to your 

student and WMS by participating in all the activities you can.  Your 

support is appreciated.  Please visit our website for information.  We try 

to keep that updated.  If you did not sign up for Edline or to receive our 

email news, please visit our website for info on how to do that.  As 

always, if you have any concerns or questions, please feel free to call 

me at 662-0414 or email me at dunhamd@bcschools.net  

There will not be school on February 1, 2010 for students.  February 19 and 22,  is a mid-winter 

break.  Students return to school on Tuesday, February 23. 

PARENT CONFERENCES 

The last Parent/Teacher conferences are this month on February 4, 2010 from 4-7pm and 

February 9, 2010 from 3-6pm. Please come and talk with your studentôs teachers.  All 

remaining report cards will be sent home with students on February 10, 2010.   

 

Please note the following conference schedules:  Mrs. Fritzler will be available on 

Thursday February 4, 2010 only and Ms. Chang, Mrs. Keenan and Mr. Heydenburg will be 

available on Tuesday February 9, 2010 only. 

NO SCHOOL 

The United Way of Bay County is offering Tax Assistance for Low-Income Individuals, Families, 

Senior Citizens, and Persons with Disabilities through the Volunteer Income Tax Assistant Program.  

This program runs February 8th through April 1tth; appointments accepted call the United Way office 

at 989-892-7508 ext. 19, Monday through Friday 8-5 pm for more information or to schedule an 

appointment. 

TAX FILING PROGRAM NEW ! 

February 11 is our next dance. The theme is ñValentineôs Dayò. For 6th graders, the dance 

is from 5:00 PM to 6:15 PM, and the 7th & 8th Grade Dance is from 6:30 to 8 PM. Cost is 

$4 at the door only, no tickets will be sold on lunch hours.  Pizza and drinks will be 

available for purchase.  

SCHOOL DANCE 



February 2010   

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, Students and Friends of Bay City Public Schools,  

 

With the holidays now behind and mid -school year at hand, there are a few items that I want to share 

and hope are of interest to you.  

 

Auburn Elementary hosted a welcome ceremony in January for 17 Taiwanese students ages 11 and 12 

and their adult chaperones. The exchange was an exciting educational and cultural opportunity. The 

students are from Auburnôs sister school, Hui-Wen Elementary School in Taichung, Taiwan and the 

partnership was established in 2008.  

 

Hampton Elementary is hosting French students during February and in May is sending some students to 

Paris, France as part of a cultural exchange.  This is the second year in a row that Hampton has hosted a 

French student exchange program.  

 

During January, our College Prep Office, with the assistance of Central and Western High Schools, held 

two events called ñCollege Bound: Itôs not all about the Money!ò  These events were very well 

attended ï the purpose was to provide information to parents and students related to college testing, 

student loans and aid, scholarships, and careers.  

 

The District is developing long - range plans for curriculum, preventative maintenance, and middle school 

scheduling which we hope to roll out before the end of this school year.  

 

In January, the Board of Education was provided an update on trimesters at the high school.  This was a 

big change at the high school level; one that we believe will be beneficial to our students.  Because this is 

new to our district, we are still working through some concerns related to student scheduling, honors and 

advanced courses available, and commute times to and from the Career Center.   

 

We held two town hall meetings on school funding in Michigan and our budget situation.  We are 

beginning development on our 2010 -11 budget with an expected per -student funding reduction of 

roughly $450 at the present time.  This year the reduction was $165 per student. While this is not the 

best of news, the changes already made to our budget for this year will help us next year as well.  

 

Finally, these are difficult economic times for many.  If you know of someone who is unemployed or 

looking for some extra work, the U.S. Census Bureau is actively seeking workers for the Bay County 

area.  The number to call is 1 -866 -861 -2010 or visit the U.S. Census website at 

www.2010CensusJobs.Gov.  

 

If you have comments or questions, I can be reached at newcombed@bcschools.net  or 671 -8165. I 

remain thankful for your interest and support of the Bay City Public Schools.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Douglas L. Newcombe  

Interim Superintendent  

NOTE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT:  Mr. Douglas L. Newcombe 
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STUDENT PLANNERS 

I cannot stress enough how important the use of the student planner is. The planner will be used as hallway passes to 

monitor student travel in the school.  Daily use of planners will help students remember what homework they have, will 

allow for communication between parents and teachers, and will allow for students to keep track of important dates.  

Please review this information with your student each day and sign the planner.  Your support is appreciated. 

mailto:newcombed@bcschools.net
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ñCarol Manary Retires from Western Middle School After 24 Years of Serviceò 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS NEEDED FOR 2010 SCHOOL YEAR! 

We are in need of Volunteer Coordinators.  We have many events throughout the year where we will need help.  If 

you are interested in helping in any capacity, please call either of the following Volunteer Coordinators:  Suzanne 

Russell @ 662-7351, Dawn Steward @ 662-3324.  

 

After 24 years of service to Bay City Public Schools as a 

detention and hall monitor, Carol Manary (called Mom by 

generations of students) is hanging up her hat.  She will be 

honored with a reception in the WMS Library on Friday, 

February 26th from 7 - 9AM and 12:30 - 2:00 PM.  Parents, 

Friends, Staff, and Students are welcome to visit our "Queen for 

the Day" and express your thanks and well wishes! 

Time to practice those math skills, brush up on the trivia, and tune the pipes!! Head to Head practices will be starting soon.  

Parents, please fill out the permission slip included in this newsletter and return it with the $10.00 Pay-to-Play fee and $5.00 for t-

shirt cost keeping the top portion as your schedule of events for the season.  

 

As with ALL middle school after school activities, students are honor our closed campus policy.  They are to report to their 

coach immediately after school lets out.  On meet days, students must be with their coach or in the commons until the meet begins 

or transportation arrives for the away meets.  A 24 hour notice is required from parents wishing to pick up their student at an 

away meet, otherwise students MUST ride the bus back to WMS after away meets. 

 

Practice schedules are set by the coaches and will be read on the daily announcements. Late buses will also be provided Monday 

through Thursday after practices. 

 

Please provide money for your students to buy snacks to hold them for the evening as concessions will be provided.  Pick your 

students up at the east entrance after home meets and at the North (HS band room) from away meets. 

 

EVENTS     COACH 

Language Arts     Mrs. Gomez 

Math      Mr. Ueberroth 

Science     Mr. Jacqmain 

Social Studies     Mr. Rohde 

Real World and Sports & Fitness  Mrs. Chipman 

Art      Mrs. Muler 

Drama     Mrs. Cooley 

Vocal Music     Mrs. Keenan 

Instrumental Music   To Be Announced 

Head 2 Head LIVE   Mr. Rohde 

Facilitator    Ms. Thomas 

 

If you have any questions, please call Ms Thomas at 662-4489, ext. 6168.                   

"HEAD TO HEAD ACADEMIC COMPETITION" 



SCHOOL DELAY AND CLOSING INFORMATION 

With the weather changing, school delays and/or closings are possible.  In a school delay, it is just that.  School starts 

exactly 2 hours later than our regular starting time of 7:30 am.  That means all bus pick-up times are 2 hours later than 

normal, too.  On days when it appears school may be delayed or closed, please listen to the messenger, TV or radio 

stations for announcements, or check our webpage at www.bcschools.net.  The safety of our students is our major 

concern. 
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Late busses are available for students needing to stay after school.  The busses will connect with our feeder elementary 

busses and deliver students from the elementary runs.  Students are not allowed to stay after school unless they have 

a specific reason for doing soðmeeting with a teacher, club activities, detention, etc.  A pass from school is needed to 

board the bus.    

LATE BUSSES 

HONOR ROLL 

Our Honor Assemblies will be held on Friday, March 19, 6th 

grade at 7:40, 7th grade at 11:30 and 8th grade at 9:20 am .   

SPIRIT BOARD  

Congratulations to our 8th grade students for winning the Sprit Board for the first third of the year.  We hope you 

enjoyed the Ice Cream treats on January 22 .   

ATHLETICS 

Girlsô volleyball and boysô swimming are underway.  After that, 

Boysô and Girls Track will begin in April. 

STUDENT CLASSBOOKS 

Orders for student class memory yearbooks are now being taken.  Flyers went home with students on January 15, 2010.  

This year, the class memory yearbook is again in full color.  The cost is $12.50 per book.  If you would like to purchase 

one, please send a check made payable to WMS for $12.50.  Please print your studentôs name on the check and drop it 

off in the school office.  The last day for orders is February 5.  We will not be ordering extra books this year. 



It is very important that 

parents notify the school 

office of any changes in 

address, home, and work 

phone numbers, etc.  When 

we have emergencies, it is 

important that we have the 

correct information to reach a 

parent as soon as possible.   

 

We have a list serve by grade 

level when we have 

information to send home.  If 

you havenôt given us your 

email, you can email Chaunta 

at fordc@bcschools.net to 

have your address added. 

 

If you have had any changes 

on your emergency/profile 

sheet , please let us know. 

Call Shari Sweebe at 662-

0416. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS/
PHONE/EMERGENCY FORMS  

ATTENDANCE  
POLICY  

Our goal is to have all of our students in 

class, learning every day.  When it is 

necessary for a child to miss school for any 

reason, it is the parentôs responsibility to 

call Sue at 662-0184 or email us at 

wmsattendance@bcschools.net to excuse 

the absence.  If we do not receive a call by 

9 AM, then we will call home to make sure 

the student is safe. 

Remember, no school on  

Monday February 1st, Friday, 

February 19th and Monday, 

February 22nd.  Classes resume 

on February 23rd.  

Phone: 989-662-4489 

Fax: 989-662-0185 

Attendance: 989-662-0184 

FEBRUARY, 2010 NEWSLETTER 

  

Weõre on the Web.  Visit 

us at www.bcschools.net.  

Follow the òOur 

Schoolsó link.  

500 W. Midland Road 

Auburn, Michigan   48611 

If your child is absent 

for a very short term, 

they can contact their 

teachers upon returning 

to school.  For absences 

more than one day, 

parents may call the 

school and request 

assignments that may 

be worked on prior to 

the student returning. 

Please request your 

studentôs homework at 

least 24 hours in 

advance only if they 

will be out for more 

than one day.   

HOMEWORK 
POLICY  
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