Western Middle School

December 2009

NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL ecomber, 2006,

As November comes to a close, December brings many activitiggige this issue:

both for families and school. With the approaching holidays, we

all need to take time to cherish the company of family and ';'°‘e fr‘:md . 2-3
friends. uperintenden

Volunteer /Athletics | 3
This year, our Winter Break is December 21 through January 1,
2009. Students return to school on Monday, January 4, 2009. | idline/Shrine 3
would to take this time to thank each of you for your support ofl Circus/Web Site
Western Middle School and the Bay City Public Schools as we Awards Assembly | 4

strive to offer the very best opportunities for your children. |

hope you enjoy the upcoming holidays! Talent Show 4

Toys for Tots 4

Home work policy |5

DECEMBER 2009

Wed. Dec. 2 7" Grade Boys Basketball 4:15 VS. White Pine @ White Pine
8" Grade Boys Basketball 4:15 VS. White Pine @ Handy
Girls Swim 5:00 PM VS White Pine

Fri. Dec. 4 End of Marking Period #2
Mon. Dec.7 7/8" Grade Boys Basketball 4:15 PM VS Midland NE
Tues. Dec. 8 Toys For Tots Begin
Wed. Dec. 9 Girls Swim'5:00 PM VS. Handy Middle School
Boys Basketball 4:15 PM VS. Mount Pleasant
Fri. Dec. 11 Pep Rally 1:00 PM Aud./Gym
Fundraiser Assembly
6" Gr. 9:00 AM
7" Gr. 7:45 AM
8" Gr. 10:00 AM
Mon. Dec. 14 7/8" Grade Boys Basketball 4:15 PM
Board Meeting 7:00 PM @ Kolb Elementary
Tues. Dec. 15 Report Cards will be handed out to students.
Band Concert 6/7/8Grade 6:30 PM
Wed. Dec. 16 Girls Swim 5:00 Pm All Schools @Handy MS
Thurs. Dec. 17 Holiday Dance (Dress Up) Commons

6" Gradei 4-5:15 PM
78" Grades 5:30-7:00 PM
Toys For Tots Ends
Fri. Dec. 18 Spirit Day
Awards Assembly
7" Gradei 11:30
8" Gradei 9:20
6" Gradei 7:40
Sat. Dec. 19Jan. 3 Holiday Break



NOTE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT: wmr. Douglas Newcombe

December 2009

Dear Parents/Guardians, Students and Friends of Bay City Public Schools,

December brings us into colder weather and that time of year when the snowflakes start to fly. Please be
aware of our school buses on the roads and tune into your local news station if you have any questions
on potential school closings.

Inclement Weather : As our staff is always trying to find ways to share information faster and more often
with parents, we will be contacting parents about school closings due to weather using our school
messenger automatic calling system this year in addition to announcements made on the local news.
When a school closing occurs this year, if for some reason you do not receive a call, please contact our
student services department at 671 -8128 so that we can assist you.

H1N1 Update : We continue to encourage students and staff to maintain healthy habits of frequent hand
washing, etc. School surfaces are being disinfected on a nightly basis and daily we monitor any health
concerns in our schools as well as maintain communications with our local health department.

Michigan Cyber Safety Initiative : The Michigan Cyber Safety Initiative (Michigan CSI) is an Internet

safety education program for students in K -8 and also for adults which launched statewide in September

2007. It has since been presented to more than 420,000 students throughout the state and has been

recognized at both the state and national level as one of the most comprehensive programs on Internet

safety education in the nation. The program has been made free to academic institutions through the
Attorney General éds office. We will share this opportuni
this in the future.

Budget News : Our state school aid funding is still very much in flux. Michigan school districts have

received notice of a $292 per student cut - for this already budgeted school year. Additional reductions
could occur yet this year. We are being told to expect a funding reduction for next year of between $600

and $1,000 per student. Our legislators have told us that they will not act to add revenues or stabilize

school funding until schools cut support services such as school busing and athletics, and consolidate

school districts and services. The bottom line is there is a lack of agreement and motivation in Lansing to

fix this problem because of the influence of special interest groups and upcoming election concerns. We

will be reducing our budget yet this year because of the mid -year funding cut. Itis important to
remember that school districts have made many reductions in the last 8 years T in Bay City this has
amounted to over $23 million!!! We will have more facts and information on our website in

December about our budget situation and the severe public education funding issue. Please

visit www.bcschools.net.

Kudos : The Board of Education recognized the achievements of our Western High School yearbook staff
at the November Board meeting for a regional award given to them for the 2008 -09 year book.
Congratulations go to Amy Schmidt, yearbook coordinator, and those students who comprised the
yearbook team.

Central 64 HOliHlawCD sSeveral of Centralds choirs (Varsity Ch
The Guys and The Girls) are recording a holiday CD, "A Peaceful Holiday In Harmony" which will be

available the first week of December, just in time to give as a stocking stuffer. The CD will feature many

traditional Christmas carols as well as some new ones and should have a little something for

everyone. The costis $16.00 and will help support the choral program at Central. If you are interested

in purchasing one, you may email Mrs. Hughes at hughesa@bcschools.net _ or leave a message at 893 -
9541, ext. 1106.
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NOTE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT (cont.): Mr. Douglas Newcombe

| hope that you and your loved ones enjoy a safe and happy winter break, beginning Monday, December
21 with staff and students returning on Monday, January 4.

If you have comments or questions, | can be reached at newcombed@bcschools.net  or 671 -8165. As
always, thank you for your interest and support of the Bay City Public Schools.

Sincerely,

Douglas L. Newcombe, Interim Superintendent

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AT WESTERN MIDDLE

We have many events throughout the year where we will need help. If you are interested in helping in any
capacity, please call either of the following Volunteer Coordinators: Suzanne Russel1@536& Dawn
Steward @ 663324.

ATHLETICS

December continues to be an active month for athletic opportunities for students. Seventh & eighth grade
boys6 basketball, seventh and eighth grade girls
students. You can check out our website for schedulegw.bcpswesternmiddle.com/

EDLINE

Edline is a new program for the Bay City Public Schools. This program is designed to
give parents and students current information on student grade and absences.
Teachers were recently trained in this program. This is a wonderful opportunity to
keep informed on your studentdés academ

SHRINE CIRCUS

Il tds Shrine Cir cthesé&7thlannoaéShrine Cireus &ilgba coming to the Dow Event Center
in Saginaw, starting January 21, 2010. This yea
combining the circus withthe Mili c hi gan Chi |l drendés Museum for ©nl
one day. For more information please call 9897520.

WEBSITE SIGN-UP FOR INFO

Please visit our Western Middle School website at bcpswesternmiddle.com-tpdimneceive news online.
Our website has many links to all types of information regarding this school year.
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AWARDS ASSEMBLIES

We will be holding an awards assembly for the first and second marking periods of the school year. Awards
will be given to the students who maintained a 3.0 GPA or higher for the first and/or second marking periods
Also, growth honor awards will be given to the student who increased GPA .5 between the 1st and 2nd
Marking periods. Other special awards will be given. Our awards assemblies will be held on December 18,
2009. The assemblies are as follows6th Grade will start at 7:40 a.m. 7th grade will start at 11:30 p.m. and
8th grade will start at from 9:20 a.m. We look forward to seeing you there.

TALENT SHOW

The Western Middle School Talent Show is upon usThis year we will be presenting all of your talents on
January29i n our WMS TaTreava@howaaolfil cWe a rthemed showthjs t o
year (NOT a holiday show!) so those of you that are auditioning might want to incorporate this theme into
your acts or costume choiceauditions for the talent show will be right after school on stage in the

auditorium on Tuesday December 8 and Wednesday December™® Late bus passes will be available on

a first come first served basis, but please arrange for a ride if at all possible. The cast list will be posted on
Thursday December f@vith a short mandatory meeting at the end of the school day in the auditorium.
Rehearsals for the-TWMY algalnemtdo ssidw flegd n i n Jant
winter break. If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to speak with Mr. Everson in room
G120, across for the choir.

REPORT CARDS

Second marking period report cards will be passed out to students on Tuesday, December 15, 2009

TOYS FOR TOTS

We will be conducting &pennywar"'t o r ai se money for Atoys for tot
change for the penny war jugs. Each penny placed in a jug is a positive point and every nickel, dime, quarte
dollar, etc . . . is a negative point. The grade with the most positive points at the end of the week wins. | this
will count towards our spirit board competition. We will also be donating proceeds from our holiday dance to
itoys for totso.

LATE BUSSES

Late busses are available for students needing to stay after school. The busses will connect with our feeder
elementary busses and deliver students from the elementarySuuaents are not allowed to stay after
school unless they have a specific reason for doingdsmeeting with a teacher, club activities, detention,

etc. A pass from school is needed to board the bus. %Eé’
@)

SCHOOL DELAY AND CLOSING INFORMATION

With the weather changing, school delays and/or closings are possible. In a school delay, it is just that.
School starts exactly 2 hours later than our regular starting time of 7:30 AM. That means all oystipnes

are 2 hours later than normal, too. On days when it appears school may be delayed or closed, please listen
TV, radio stations, and telephone school messenger for announcements, or check our webpage at
www.bcschools.net. Safety of our students is our major concern.
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS/ ATTENDANCE HOMEWORK
PHONE/EMERGENCY FORMS POLICY POLICY
It is very important that If your child is absent
parents notify the school Our goal is to have all of our students in for a very short term,
office of any changes in class, learning every day. When it is they can contact their
address, home, and work necessary for a child to miss school for artgachers upon returning

phone numbers, etc. When | e 3s0n, it is the paoscheoh tFér absenes p o
we have emergencies, itis  ¢g|| Sue a66201840r email us at more than one day,

important that we have the  ymsattendance@bcschools.teexcuse  parents may call the

correct information to reach a tne apsence. If we do not receive a call bychool and request

parent as soon as possible. g oM, then we will call home to make suressignments that may

_ the student is safe. be worked on prior to

level when we have Please request your
information to send hpme. If_ student s home
y0_l|J haven'lol\/lt grven least 24 hours in

email, you can emaill vis. advanceonly if they

Ford at fordc@bcschools.net will be out for more

to have your address added. than one day

If you have had any cha_nges Remember, no school on C X 7\ /&«
on your emergency/profile 3& =
sheet , please let us know. December 21 -January 1, 2008. i\ k( )D/
Call Mrs. Sweebe at 662 Students return on !<$/§i
0416. Monday, January 4th.
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